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LIABILITIES: 

Whilst every effort has been made to guarantee the accuracy of this report, it should be noted that living animals and plants 

are capable of migration/establishing and whilst such species may not have been located during the survey duration, their 

presence may be found on a site at a later date.  

 

This report provides a snap shot of the species that were present at the time of the survey only and does not consider 

seasonal variation. Furthermore, where access is limited or the site supports habitats which are densely vegetated only 

dominant species maybe recorded. 

 

The recommendations contained within this document are based on a reasonable timeframe between the completion of the 

survey and the commencement of any works. If there is any delay between the commencement of works that may conflict 

with timeframes laid out within this document, or have the potential to allow the ingress of protected species, a suitably 

qualified ecologist should be consulted.  

 

It is the duty of care of the landowner/developer to act responsibly and comply with current environmental legislation if 

protected species are suspected or found prior to or during works. 
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1.0 Introduction 
 

Background 

 
1.1 The Ecology Partnership Ltd was commissioned by South Downs National Park Authority 

(SDNPA) to undertake a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) on land at Falmer Pond, 

Falmer, East Sussex, BN1 9PB. 
 

1.2 The key objectives of a PEA (CIEEM 2017) are to:  

• Identify the likely ecological constraints associated with a project; 

• Identify any mitigation measures likely to be required, following the ‘Mitigation 

Hierarchy’ (CIEEM 2016; BSI 2013, Clause 5.2); 

• Identify any additional surveys that may be required to inform an Ecological 

Impact Assessment (EcIA); and 

• Identify the opportunities offered by a project to deliver ecological enhancement. 

 
1.3 This report comprises:  

• The legislative and planning context (Section 1); 

• Assessment methodologies (Section 2); 

• Results (Section 3); 

• Implications for development, including an impact assessment (Sections 4 and 5);  

• Conclusions (Section 6). 

Site Context 
 
1.4 The site is located south-east of the settlement of Falmer (TQ 35420 08696) and covers an 

area of approximately 1.4 hectares consisting of grassland, woodland, and a pond. The 

wider landscape comprises the University of Sussex to the north, the American Express 

stadium to the west, and agricultural fields to the east and south. Some low-density 

housing and agricultural buildings are present in the immediate surrounds.  

 
1.5 The aerial photograph overleaf (Figure 1) shows the site and its immediate surroundings. 

The red line depicts the approximate site boundary and survey area. 
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Figure 1: Approximate location of the site, indicated by the red line boundary  
(Google Earth Pro, 2024) 

 

Description of Proposed Development 

 
1.6 The proposals are understood to be focused on restoring and enhancing the pond, 

ensuring it holds water more consistently during extreme weather, and to enhance its 

biodiversity value. The project will focus on six main activities: 

• Removing the build-up of silt; 

• Restoring existing pond edges; 

• Improving the efficiency of water inlets; 

• Introducing an ecologically sustainable water filtration system, such as reedbeds; 

• Enhancing pond vegetation to benefit wildlife; 

• Reducing the tree canopy. 

 
Relevant Planning Policies and Legislation 

 
1.7 The site was surveyed to assess its ecological value and to ensure the proposals were 

compliant with relevant planning policy and legislation. Policy guidance is provided by 

the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF 2021) as well as polices from the Lewes 

District Council. The Lewes Core Strategy: Local Plan Part 1 was adopted in May 2016 and 
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the following policies have been identified as being relevant to development of the site 

and conservation of protected species:  

• Core Policy 8: Green Infrastructure  

• Core Policy 10: Natural Environment and Landscape Character  

 

1.8 Lewes District Local Plan Part 2: Site Allocations and Development Management Policies 

2018 was adopted in February 2020. It states under Policy DM24: Protection of Biodiversity 

and Geodiversity that developments likely to harm statutory and non-statutory 

designated sites will only be permitted with appropriate mitigation and net gain in 

biodiversity. 

 
1.9 In addition, the site falls within the boundaries of South Downs National Park, which has 

its own jurisdiction for planning and development. This is dealt with through the South 

Downs Local Plan, adopted in July 2019. The following policies are relevant to biodiversity 

conservation: 

• Core Policy SD1: Sustainable Development 

• Core Policy SD2: Ecosystem Services 

• Core Policy SD3: Major Development 

 
1.10 The Environment Bill (Environment Act 2021) received Royal Assent on 9th November 

2021 and is now an Act of Parliament (Law). The Environment Act 2021 outlines the 

requirement for granted developments to provide a biodiversity value post-development 

which exceeds the pre-development biodiversity value of the onsite habitat by at least 

10%. This was adopted in February 2024. Proposals also need to provide a net gain in 

biodiversity in accordance with the NPPF. It should be noted that under latest government 

guidance there are a number of exemptions from biodiversity requirements.  

 
1.11 This report addresses the site in relation to nature conservation and wildlife, and the local 

planning requirements as well as national planning and nature conservation legislation. 

 
1.12 The site was surveyed by The Ecology Partnership to assess its ecological value and to 

ensure compliance with national and local plan policies. This report has been produced 

with reference to current guidelines for preliminary ecological appraisal (CIEEM 2017) 
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and in accordance with BS 42020:2013 Biodiversity – Code of Practice for Planning and 

Development. 

2.0 Methodology 

Desktop Study 

 
2.1 A desktop study search was completed using an internet-based mapping service 

(www.magic.gov.uk) for statutory designated sites and an internet-based aerial mapping 

service (www.earth.google.co.uk) was used to understand the habitats present in and 

around the survey area and habitat linkages and features (ponds, woodlands etc) within 

the wider landscape. 

Preliminary Ecological Appraisal 

 
2.2 A Preliminary Ecological Appraisal was undertaken by The Ecology Partnership’s Chris 

Jennings BSc (Hons) MSc MCIEEM and Edward Simpson BSc (Hons) MSc on the 10th April 

2024. The surveyors identified the habitats present, following the UKHab classification 

system. The site was surveyed on foot and the existing habitats and land uses were 

recorded on an appropriately scaled map (JNCC 2010).   

 

2.3 In addition, the abundance of plant species in each habitat were also recorded using the 

DAFOR scale. This assigns species abundance to one of the following categories: 

Dominant, Abundant, Frequent, Occasional, or Rare. 

 
Protected Species Assessments 

 
2.4 Any evidence of protected species was recorded. Standard methods of search and 

measures of presence, or likely presence based on habitat suitability were used for bats in 

trees and buildings (Collins 2016), breeding birds (BTO 2020), dormouse (Bright et al. 2006), 

great crested newt (ARG 2010), reptiles (Froglife 2015), badgers (Creswell et al. 1990) and 

water voles (Strachan et al. 2011). 
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Limitations 
 
2.5 It should be noted that whilst every effort has been made to provide a comprehensive 

description of the site, no single investigation could ensure the complete characterisation 

and prediction of the natural environment. The site was visited over the period of one site 

visit, as such seasonal variations cannot be observed and potentially only a selection of all 

species that potentially occur within the site have been recorded. Therefore, the survey 

provides a general assessment of potential nature conservation value of the site and does 

not include a definitive plant species list. 

 
2.6 The protected species assessment provides a preliminary view of the likelihood of 

protected species occurring on site, based on the suitability of the habitat and any direct 

evidence on site. It should not be taken as providing a full and definitive survey of any 

protected species group. The assessment is only valid for the time when the survey was 

carried out. Additional surveys may be recommended if, on the basis of this assessment it 

is considered reasonably likely that protected species may be present.  

3.0  Results 

Desktop Study 
 
3.1 As noted, the site falls within the boundaries of South Downs National Park. There are 

two internationally designated sites located within 10km of the site (Figure 2). Castle Hill 

Special Area of Conservation (SAC) is located approximately 1.8km south-east of the site 

and Lewes Down SAC is located approximately 7.5km east of the site. Both are designate 

for their priority habitat calcareous grassland and associated plants. 
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Figure 2: Internationally designated sites located within 10km of the site 
 
3.2 There are four statutory designated sites located within 2km of the site (Figure 3): 

• Stanmer Park/Coldean Local Nature Reserve (LNR), approximately 875m west;  

• Bevendean Down LNR, approximately 1.25km southwest; 

• Wild Park LNR, approximately 1.9km west; 

• Castle Hill National Nature Reserve (NNR) & Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), 

approximately 1.8km southeast. 

 

"Map produced by MAGIC on 
[26/02/2024]. © Crown Copyright and 
database rights [2024]. Ordnance 
Survey 100022861. Copyright resides 
with the data suppliers and the map 
must not be reproduced without their 
permission. Some information in 
MAGIC is a snapshot of information 
that is being maintained or 
continually updated by the 
originating organisation. Please refer 
to the documentation for details, as 
information may be illustrative or 
representative rather than definitive at 
this stage”. 
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Figure 3: Statutory designated sites located within 2km of the proposed works site 

 
3.3 There are three non-statutory sites within 1km of the site boundary, these are all Local 

Wildlife Sites (LWS): 

• Westlain Plantation/Hog Plantation LWS, approximately 400m southwest; 

• Tenant, Lain & Moon's Gate Woods LWS, approximately 670m northwest; 

• Stanmer Park LWS, approximately 900m west. 

 

3.4 The site is surrounded by a number of priority habitats within 2km (Figure 4), including: 

• Deciduous woodland, located within the site boundary; 

• Ancient and semi-natural woodland, approximately 380m northwest; 

• Wood pasture and parkland, approximately 800m west; 

• Lowland calcareous grassland, 950m southeast; 

• Ancient, replanted woodland, approximately 1.35km west; 

• Lowland meadows, 1.85km southeast. 

"Map produced by MAGIC on 
[26/02/2024]. © Crown Copyright and 
database rights [2024]. Ordnance 
Survey 100022861. Copyright resides 
with the data suppliers and the map 
must not be reproduced without their 
permission. Some information in 
MAGIC is a snapshot of information 
that is being maintained or 
continually updated by the 
originating organisation. Please refer 
to the documentation for details, as 
information may be illustrative or 
representative rather than definitive at 
this stage”. 
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Figure 4: Ancient and semi-natural woodland (vertical hatches), ancient replanted 

woodland (horizontal hatches), deciduous woodland (forest green), lowland calcareous 
grassland (brown), lowland meadows (light green), and wood pasture and parkland 

(vegetation icons) within 2km of the site 
 
3.5 One pond is present on site, with no other ponds indicated within 250m of the site (Figure 

5).  

"Map produced by MAGIC on 
[07/06/2023]. © Crown Copyright and 
database rights [2021]. Ordnance 
Survey 100022861. Copyright resides 
with the data suppliers and the map 
must not be reproduced without their 
permission. Some information in 
MAGIC is a snapshot of information 
that is being maintained or continually 
updated by the originating 
organisation. Please refer to the 
documentation for details, as 
information may be illustrative or 
representative rather than definitive at 
this stage”. 
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Figure 5: Waterbodies within 250m from the site 

 
3.6 The desktop study revealed that there are four European Protected Species (EPS) licences 

within 2km of the red line boundary. These are presented in Table 1. 

 
Table 1: European Protected Species licences identified within 2km of site 

Species 
Distance & 

orientation from site 
Licence type Licence 

duration/date 
Reference 
number 

Serotine 
 

Soprano 
pipistrelle 

2km north-west Impact on a 
breeding site 

 
Damage of a 
breeding site 

 
Destruction of a 

resting place 

01/09/2020 - 
30/11/2030 

2020-47837-
EPS-MIT 

Common 
pipistrelle 

650m west Destruction of a 
resting place 

26/06/2019 –
31/12/2019 

2019-40808-
EPS-MIT 

Common 
pipistrelle 

 
Serotine 

2km north-west Impact on a 
breeding site 

 

22/10/2013 – 
31/12/2016 

EPSM2013-5597 

"Map produced by MAGIC on 
[26/02/2024]. © Crown Copyright and 
database rights [2024]. Ordnance 
Survey 100022861. Copyright resides 
with the data suppliers and the map 
must not be reproduced without their 
permission. Some information in 
MAGIC is a snapshot of information 
that is being maintained or 
continually updated by the 
originating organisation. Please refer 
to the documentation for details, as 
information may be illustrative or 
representative rather than definitive at 
this stage”. 



Land at Falmer Pond, Falmer   May 2024 

 

 
The Ecology Partnership  13 

Brown long-
eared 

 
Whiskered 

Bat 

Destruction of a 
breeding site 

 
Destruction of  
resting place 

Common 
pipistrelle 

 

1.15km south-west Destruction of a 
resting place 

28/06/2010 – 
31/05/2012 

EPSM2010-1921 

 

3.7 A 1km record search was requested from SxBRC. The records closest to site, recorded 

within the last 10 years, and relevant to the habitats on site have been included in Table 2.  

 
Table 2: Species records within 2km of the site boundary in the past 10 years 

Species Status Distance from site Date of record 
Small Heath 
Coenonympha 

pamphilus 

NERC Act (2006) Section 41 c. 840m west 07/09/2021 

Bluebell 
Hyacinthoides non-

scropta 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 
(1981 as amended) Schedule 8 

Within 1km 03/05/2021 

Common Frog 
Rana temporaria 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 
(1981 as amended) Schedule 5 

Section 9. 

c. 900m northwest 09/04/2014 

Smooth Newt 
Lissotriton vulgaris 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 
(1981 as amended) Schedule 5 

Section 9. 
 

c. 900m northwest 09/04/2014 

Brown Hairstreak 
Thexla betulae 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 
(1981 as amended) Schedule 5 
Section 9.5a; NERC Act (2006) 

Section 41 

c. 100m north 24/07/2022 

White-letter 
Hairstreak 

Satyrium w-album 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 
(1981 as amended) Schedule 5 
Section 9.5a; NERC Act (2006) 

Section 41 

c. 720m northwest 15/07/2021 

Small Blue 
Cupido minimus 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 
(1981 as amended) Schedule 5 
Section 9.5a; NERC Act (2006) 

Section 41 

c. 800m west 27/06/2019 

Wall 
Lasiommata megera 

NERC Act (2006) Section 41 c. 610m northwest 13/05/2015 

Chalk Hill Blue 
Polyommatus 

coridon 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 
(1981 as amended) Schedule 5 

Section 9.5a 

Within 1km 03/08/2014 

Adonis Blue 
Polyommatus 

bellargus 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 
(1981 as amended) Schedule 5 

Section 9.5a 

Within 1km 03/08/2014 

Lackey 
Malacosoma 

neustria 

NERC Act (2006) Section 41 c. 860m southwest 15/07/2021 
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Cinnabar 
Tyria jacobaeae 

NERC Act (2006) Section 41 c. 750m west 15/07/2019 

Black-headed 
Mason Wasp 

Odynerus 
melanocephalus 

NERC Act (2006) Section 41 c. 750m northwest 06/06/2016 

Wart Biter 
Decticus 

verrucivorus 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 
(1981 as amended) Schedule 5 
Section 9.1/9.4a/9.4b/9.4c/9.5a; 
NERC Act (2006) Section 41 

Within 1km 03/08/2014 

Common 
pipistrelle 
Pipistrellus 
pipistrellus 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 
(1981 as amended) Schedule 5 

Section 9; NERC Act (2006) 
Section 41; Habitat & Species 

Directive (1992) Annex 4 

Within 1km 28/08/2019 

Soprano 
pipistrelle 
Pipistrellus 
pygmaeus 

As Above Within 1km 28/08/2019 

Serotine 
Eptesicus serotinus 

As Above Within 1km 28/08/2019 

Whiskered / 
Brandt’s Bat 

Myotis 
mystacinus/brandtii 

As Above Within 1km 28/08/2019 

Plecotus bat 
Plecotus 

As Above Within 1km 28/08/2019 

Brown long-eared 
bat 

Plecotus auritus 

As Above Within 1km 08/10/2014 

Corn Bunting 
Emberiza calandra 

NERC Act (2006) Section 41 Within 1km 12/12/2022 

Barn Owl 
Tyto alba 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 
(1981 as amended) Schedule 1 Part 

1 

Within 1km 29/09/2022 

Skylark 
Alauda arvensis 

NERC Act (2006) Section 41 Within 1km 31/07/2022 

Linnet 
Linnaria cannabina 

NERC Act (2006) Section 41 Within 1km 02/06/2022 

Song Thrush 
Turdus philomelos 

NERC Act (2006) Section 41 Within 1km 02/06/2022 

Red Kite 
Milvus milvus 

Birds Directive A1; Wildlife and 
Countryside Act (1981 as 

amended) Schedule 1 Part 1 

Within 1km  
06/05/2021 

Yellow Wagtail 
Motacilla flava 

NERC Act (2006) Section 41 Within 1km 06/05/2021 

Lapwing 
Vanellus vanellus 

NERC Act (2006) Section 41 Within 1km 01/05/2021 

Curlew 
Numenius arquata 

NERC Act (2006) Section 41 Within 1km 01/05/2021 

Yellowhammer 
Emberiza citrinella 

NERC Act (2006) Section 41 Within 1km 17/06/2020 
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UKHab Habitat Survey 
 
3.8 The site comprised a large village pond, set within an area of modified grassland and 

bordered by small blocks of woodland, amenity grassland and scattered trees. This was 

Hobby 
Falco subbuteo 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 
(1981 as amended) Schedule 1 Part 

1 

Within 1km 16/06/2019 

House Sparrow 
Passer domesticus 

NERC Act (2006) Section 41 Within 1km 09/05/2018 

Dunnock 
Prunella modularis 

NERC Act (2006) Section 41 Within 1km 06/01/2018 

Quail 
Coturnix coturnix 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 
(1981 as amended) Schedule 1 Part 

1 

Within 1km 02/07/2017 

Ring Ouzel 
Turdus torquatus 

NERC Act (2006) Section 41 Within 1km 08/05/2017 

Bullfinch 
Pyrrhula pyrrhula 

NERC Act (2006) Section 41 Within 1km 28/04/2017 

Starling 
Sturnus vulgaris 

NERC Act (2006) Section 41 Within 1km 28/04/2017 

Cuckoo 
Cuculus canorus 

NERC Act (2006) Section 41 Within 1km 10/04/2015 

Crossbill 
Loxia curvirostra 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 
(1981 as amended) Schedule 1 Part 

1 

Within 1km 10/02/2015 

Rhododendron 
Rhododendron 

ponticum 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 
(1981 as amended) Schedule 9 
Invasive Non-Native Species 

c. 170m west 11/11/2021 

Winter Heliotrope 
Petasites fragrans 

 

Sussex Invasive Non-Native 
Species 

c. 220m north 17/01/2020 

Bluebell 
Hyacinthoides non-
scripta x hispanica 
= H. x massartiana 

Sussex Invasive Non-Native 
Species 

Within 1km  29/04/2016 

Red Valerian 
Centranthus ruber 

Sussex Invasive Non-Native 
Species 

c. 160m east 06/01/2015 

Red-crested 
Pochard 

Netta rufina 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 
(1981 as amended) Schedule 9 
Invasive Non-Native Species 

Within 1km 04/02/2023 

Canada Goose 
Branta canadensis 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 
(1981 as amended) Schedule 9 
Invasive Non-Native Species 

Within 1km 20/06/2022 

Egyptian Goose 
Alopochen 
aegyptiaca 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 
(1981 as amended) Schedule 9 
Invasive Non-Native Species 

Within 1km 14/03/2015 
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ringed by a small road and adjacent to traditional rural housing and a church. Broad 

habitat types identified within the site are detailed below. 

 
3.9 Only species of note have been listed within this section, the full species list can be found 

within Appendix 1: Species List. The habitat map is presented in Appendix 2.  

 
Modified grassland (g4) 

3.10 The northern end of site was dominated by an area of short-sward modified grassland. 

This was interspersed with scattered trees and some patches of scrub. Towards the water’s 

edge the vegetation structure changed, and patches of taller forb growth were interspersed 

within the short-sward grass.  

 
3.11 The area was dominated by both cocksfoot and perennial rye-grass, kept short by mowing 

and grazing/trampling by waterfowl. There were low-level forbs spread throughout, most 

notably daisy, with ornamental daffodil planting in localised areas. Closer towards the 

water’s edge, forbs such as great willowherb and ribwort plantain became more abundant. 

 

3.12 A small area of grassland was present in a thin strip between the road and the pond to the 

south of the site. This again was considered to be modified grassland with some additional 

tall forbs present such as common nettle. Vegetation in much of this area was patchy with 

impacts of footfall from the general public and waterfowl. 

 
Lowland mixed deciduous woodland (w1f) 

3.13 The western area of site and north-eastern corner were dominated by woodland, which 

appeared to have grown up from a combination of pond-edge scrub and deliberate tree 

planting over the preceding years. This mean that the ground flora and tree species mix 

were not typical of a native deciduous woodland, although the clear influence of the 

connected mature tree canopies was undeniable. As such, these woodland blocks have 

been classified as lowland mixed broadleaved woodland, however it should be noted that 

this woodland contains non-native trees and is heavily managed, with little in the way of 

a typical woodland understorey.   

 
3.14 The canopy was made up of frequently occurring alder, sycamore and ash. In addition to 

the sycamore, there were also examples of non-native Turkey oak and horse chestnut. 
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3.15 The shrub layer was relatively sparse, with isolated areas of woody plants, rather than a 

clear and consistent layer throughout. English elm and goat willow were the most 

frequently occurring, in localised areas. A small plot of seemingly recently planted, or 

potentially historically self-seeded, English elm was identified along the western 

woodland edge, whilst goat willow dominated the woodland edge where it met the pond. 

The small block of woodland to the northeast of the pond had very little in the way of 

shrub layer, and was dominated by short-sward modified grassland. 

 
3.16 Ground layer flora within the larger block to the southwest was heavily dominated by 

cocksfoot and perennial ryegrass, with some patches of bare ground and some more 

indicative woodland floor vegetation elsewhere. Of the forbs, lesser celandine was the 

most frequently occurring, with stands of what were considered Spanish bluebell (or 

hybridised bluebells) and daffodils being characteristic in certain areas. 

 
Other standing water (r1g) – Non-priority pond (42) 

3.17 The large pond was the dominating habitat on site. It was characterised by exposed bank 

sides, where water levels were below bankfull level. Aquatic vegetation within the pond 

and along the exposed south-eastern edge was extremely limited, with rare presence of 

water mint and other species such as greater plantain and creeping buttercup rarely 

present on exposed substrate. 

 

Protected Species Assessment 

Bats 

 
Foraging and Commuting 

3.18 The diversity of habitats on site provided suitable opportunities for bats to forage for 

invertebrate prey. The woodland and pond (including edge vegetation), in particular, 

were considered likely to support a relatively diverse assemblage of invertebrate prey 

species. The pond could also provide a valuable source of drinking water, in addition to 

the foraging potential.  

 
3.19 The site was connected to the wider landscape by two main features. Aerial imagery 

indicates that to the south are a series of trees and hedges, bordering the onsite woodland, 
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which connected to what appeared to be a long running hedgerow. To the northeast, the 

site met the adjacent churchyards and associated hedging/walls, which further linked to 

the nearby vegetated railway embankments to the north. Although there was a road 

between these features and site which may form some level of limited fragmentation, the 

road was narrow, unlit, and appeared to have very low levels of traffic, indicating that it 

is unlikely to constitute a barrier to dispersal. 

 
Tree Assessment 

3.20 No trees on site were identified as having clear ecological features suitable for either 

individual (PRF-I) or multiple (PRF-M) bats. Trees significantly overhanging the pond 

could not be observed closely and supported dense ivy in places. These boughs were 

generally only just above the water and may be partially inundated at higher water levels, 

reducing their suitability for roosting bats. 

 
Great Crested Newts (GCN) 

3.21 One pond (P1) is present within the red line boundary of the site, with no further ponds 

identified within 250m. P1 was a large pond, set within a village common area. The water 

was relatively turbid, although the bottom could be seen in areas where water depth was 

less than c. six inches. The pond had a high density of waterfowl using it, with c. 50-60 

individuals noted at the time of the survey. One ghost koi (Cyprinus carpio) was also 

identified in a marginal area towards the pond’s northern end. It is considered that this 

individual fish, an ornamental variety, was likely released into the pond by a member of 

the public. 

 
3.22 P1 was assessed under the GCN Habitat Suitability Index. The suitability index of the 

assessed ponds was calculated for each of ten categories. These are then analysed using 

the equation below to obtain the geometric mean or HSI score of the ten suitability indices. 

 
HSI = (SI1 X SI2 X SI3 X SI4 X SI5 X SI6 X SI7 X SI8 X SI9 X SI10)1/10 

 
3.23 The calculated score should be between 0 and 1 and will fall within one of several bands, 

which correspond to a given category for the pond. Table 3 shows the HSI scores and their 

corresponding pond suitability category. 
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Table 2: HSI scores and pond suitability for GCN 

HSI score Pond suitability 
< 0.5 Poor 

0.5 – 0.59 Below average 
0.6 – 0.69 Average 
0.7 – 0.79 Good 

> 0.8 Excellent 
 

3.24 Table 4 shows the Habitat Suitability Index scores for the pond (P1) assessed. It can be 

seen that it scores as ‘poor’ suitability for GCN. 

 

Table 3: HSI scores for Pond 1 

Suitability 
Indices No. Feature Pond 1 

1 Location 1 

2 Area N/A* – above 
2000m2 

3 Permanence 0.50 
4 Water quality 0.33 
5 Shading 0.90 
6 Presence of waterfowl 0.01 
7 Presence of fish 0.33 
8 Pond density 0.39 
9 Suitable newt habitat within 250m 0.33 
10 Macrophyte cover 0.30 

HSI score 0.30 
Pond suitability Poor 

*Note: given that one feature has been omitted from the calculation, the score has been generated using a 
9th root calculation, rather than 10th root. 

 
3.25 In terms of terrestrial habitat, the site was considered to be of mixed suitability for GCN. 

The short-sward modified grassland at the northern end of site, as well as the patchy 

vegetation, provide only limited commuting opportunities. These areas lacked suitable 

vegetation or structural variation to encourage refuge or foraging to take place. In contrast, 

the woodland and other pond edge vegetation on the south-eastern side of site were 

relatively suitable. The woodland retained some suitable areas of leaf litter and deadwood 

particularly along the pond edges. Whilst this was not extensive, it still represents good 

foraging and refuge opportunities for GCN. 
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3.26 The site was limited in its connectivity to wider GCN habitat resources. To the south the 

landscape was dominated by large arable fields. Although there were hedgerows running 

between some fields, only one narrow example ran close to the southern border. To the 

west the landscape was dominated by the infrastructure associated with the American 

Express Community Stadium, which primarily offered urban habitats of negligible 

suitability. There was some connectivity to the north and east to potentially suitable 

terrestrial habitat, through the church yard and gardens towards the railway line 

embankments which ran north of site. 

 
Badgers 

3.27 A series of mammal holes were identified towards the southern end of site, in the wooded 

habitat along the pond edge. It was estimated that at least three were present. No obvious 

signs of frequent usage were observed, with no latrines, snuffle holes, tracks, hairs or clear 

runs recorded in their surroundings. The holes were also relatively well covered by brash, 

deadwood and leaf litter. However, it could not be ruled out that these were badger holes 

forming part of a sett. 

 
3.28 With the mixture of agricultural headlands nearby to site, combined with the modified 

grassland and woodland on site, it is considered possible that badgers may be present in 

the local landscape, and may use the site for foraging and/or commuting purposes. 

 
Reptiles 

3.29 Some edges of the pond, particularly on the western and southern sides, offered variable 

habitat structures suitable for refuge and sheltered basking. The woodland and pond also 

had the potential to offer foraging opportunities, particularly for grass snakes (Natrix 

helvetica). The foraging potential of the pond was limited by the lack of vegetation which 

would provide shelter to amphibian prey. The habitat on the northern and eastern sides 

of site lacked any significant structural variation and were likely of negligible value to 

reptiles. 

 
3.30 Connectivity to site was limited by the presence of surrounding development and roads. 

It is possible that reptiles are present within the local area, despite a lack of biological 
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records, however there was no real direct connectivity to good quality offsite reptile 

habitat, likely limiting the dispersal of reptiles onto site. 

 
Dormice 

3.31 The woodland on site was heavily managed and lacking any suitable understory therefore 

creating sub-optimal condition for dormice who favour a diverse understory within 

wooded habitat. There are no biological records for dormice or EPS licences within 2km 

of the site, making their presence within the surrounding area unlikely but not impossible. 

However, with small onsite woodland blocks isolated from offsite blocks of semi-natural 

or ancient woodland, from which a source population may populate the site, it is 

considered highly unlikely that the species is present on site. 

 

Nesting Birds 

3.32 The trees, shrubs, and pond edge vegetation across site offered suitable nesting habitat for 

a range of canopy, shrub, and hedgerow nesting birds. 

 

Other Species 

3.33 The terrestrial parts of site, and adjacent offsite gardens, provide suitable hedgehog 

habitat. Given the open and rural context of the site, the presence of hedgehogs onsite and 

within the immediate surroundings is deemed likely. 

 

3.34 Due to lack of suitable habitat and poor connectivity of aquatic habitats, respectively, the 

site was not considered to have potential for additional protected species such as water 

voles and otters. No potential burrows for water voles were recorded. No otter holts were 

recorded and with the site located far from a river or tributary it is unlikely that these 

species would be present.  
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4.0 Discussion 
 
4.1 The following paragraphs consider the effects of the development on designated sites, 

priority habitats, and protected and priority species. Where the desk study and site survey 

provide sufficient evidence for an assessment of effects on any of these groups to be taken 

through planning, these are detailed below, the need for additional surveys and when and 

how these should be completed are summarised, if required.  

Effects on designated sites 

4.2 There are two internationally designated sites located within 10km of the site. These are 

Castle Hill SAC, located approximately 1.8km southeast of the site, and Lewes Down SAC, 

located approximately 7.5km east of the site. Both are designated for theit calcaerous 

grassland habitats. This project focuses on the restoration of the onsite pond, including 

ecological enhancements. It is also separated from these sites by a combination of distance, 

major roads, and ecologically poor-quality habitats. Given the absence of relevant habitats 

and lacking connectivity on site, it is therefore considered that the proposed works are 

highly unlikely to cause tangible adverse impacts on either of these Special Areas of 

Conservation. 

 
4.3 There are four national statutory designated sites, and three non-statutory designated 

sites, located within 2km of the site. These ranged from 400m to 1.9km away from site. As 

above, the site is separated from these areas by a combination of distance, major roads and 

ecologically poor-quality habitats. In addition to this, no habitats are being lost and 

ultimately the ecological value of the site should be uplifted by works. As such, it is not 

considered likely that proposed works will cause a tangible adverse impact on these 

designated protected sites. 

 
Effect on onsite habitat 

4.4 It is considered that the woodland on site is likely to be a priority woodland habitat type, 

albeit, not of the highest value due to its managed state as amenity space and presence of 

non-native species. It is recommended that the majority of the woodland is protected, with 

tree works around the pond limited to selective tree and branch removal to improve light 

levels within the pond habitat. Heavy machinery should not be operated within the 

woodland, to protect the integrity of the habitat and to avoid damage to trees and roots. 
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Access of heavy plant to the pond should be via the roadside or the grassland areas to the 

north. This project will seek to restore the pond habitat present on site, and thus it should 

ultimately increase the ecological value of the site. 

 
4.5 The ultimate goal of the project is to achieve a significant ecological enhancement on site 

and to improve the viability and value of the pond. As such it is not considered necessary 

for this project to be subject to a Biodiversity Net Gain assessment. 

Effects on Protected Species 

 
Bats 

4.6 There were no clear potential bat roost features (PRFs) identified on any trees and no 

buildings were present on site.  

 
4.7 The proposed project may involve the removal of some tree limbs, shrubbery or trees from 

the pond edge to facilitate establishment of aquatic vegetation. Whilst no clear PRFs were 

observed, these may have been hidden by the angle of the trees or obscuring adjacent 

vegetation, particularly along the pond edge in the south-western corner. 

 
4.8 Given the limited possibility for PRFs being present but undetected, it is recommended 

that tree removal is supervised by an ecologist who can conduct a specific Ground Level 

Tree Assessment (GLTA) on each tree. Trees with no PRFs can be felled as planned. If a 

tree has a PRF-I (feature suitable for individual or a small number of bats) identified within 

its structure, this can be soft felled in line with the updated industry guidance (BCT 2023). 

If a feature is suspected of being a PRF-M (capable of supporting a potential maternity 

roost or roost of significant size), the tree must not be felled, until suitable survey work 

and any required licencing can be gained if a bat roost is found to be present. It would be 

simpler to retain any tree with significant bat roosting features and target other areas of 

vegetation for removal following the ecologist’s advice. 

 
4.9 The site supports suitable foraging habitat for bats, most notably the woodland edges and 

the pond. The woodland is to be retained and protected to ensure a continued source 

foraging habitat. It is not considered that select tree removal or selective tree work would 

significantly impact the value of the site for bats. The pond is likely to undergo some 
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temporary disturbance as part of the dredging process. This impact to bat foraging habitat 

is not considered to be significant, considering that the pond is to be restored and the 

ecological enhancement should increase its value as a foraging resource. As such no 

further bat activity survey work is recommended.  

 

Badgers 

4.10 There were a series of mammal holes towards the southern end of site, which have the 

potential to be a badger sett. These were partially buried under fallen and decomposing 

deadwood although it was estimated that 3 holes were present at the time of the survey. 

Please see location within the habitat map in Appendix 2. 

 
4.11 Although likely not planned for these works, it is recommended that no ground is broken 

within 20m of these holes. Any vegetation management (pollarding, coppicing etc) works 

done within 20m should involve hand tools only, with no plant or machinery tracked 

within this area unless over the adjacent road system.  

 
4.12 It is recommended that during the construction phase, any deep excavations and trenches 

are covered at night to prevent foraging badgers and other wildlife from accidentally 

falling into areas of digging. Disturbances, such as loud noises, vibrations and flood 

lighting in association with night working should be minimised. As long as this advice is 

to be followed no further survey work is required. If the holes are to be impacted by works, 

then further survey work may be required.  

 

4.13 If the holes are to be impacted by the works and cannot be avoided, then further survey 

work to establish whether the holes are in use and if so by which species should be 

undertaken.  

Reptiles 

4.14 The site offered some suitable habitat to support reptiles within the woodland, pond and 

southern/western pond edges. Despite this, the site was poorly connected to the wider 

landscape, with the site surrounded by road and development. There have also been no 

records of reptiles within 1km of site within the last ten years and only four records ever, 

most recently in 1995.  
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4.15 This would indicate that it is unlikely that reptiles are present on site. In addition to this, 

the works are small-scale and relatively unobtrusive to reptile species focusing on the 

water body as opposed to the surrounding green habitats It is recommended that areas of 

suitable longer sward vegetation are cut down prior to works, firstly to 100mm and then 

down to ground level within the reptile activity season (March – October inclusive). This 

will encourage any reptiles present to move into adjacent retained habitat prior to work. 

The ground should then be hand searched by an ecologist and then destructively searched 

with an excavator and toothed bucket if required. No further survey work is 

recommended. 

 

Great crested newts (GCN) 

4.16 The site offered only limited suitable terrestrial habitat and the pond was assessed to be 

of ‘poor’ suitability for GCN, given the lack of vegetation, high densities of waterfowl and 

presence of koi carp. There were also only very limited connected commuting pathways 

to site, no additional ponds within 250m of site, and no records of GCN being present 

within 1km of site, historically. Given these factors, it is considered highly unlikely that 

GCN are using the pond. 

 

4.17 Despite the limited possibility of GCN being present, due to the nature of the works 

proposed, particularly the removal of sediment from the pond, it is recommended that an 

eDNA test is undertaken to establish whether GCN are using the pond or not. This will 

involve collecting water samples and sending off for lab analysis to establish whether 

GCN DNA is present within the water column. If absent the work can continue 

unconstrained. If a positive result is gained then a proportionate mitigation strategy will 

be proposed, which may require Natural England licencing.  

 

4.18 It is recommended that dredging work is undertaken late summer – end of autumn to 

minimise any potential impacts on other amphibians within the pond. This would avoid 

the breeding season and hibernation season for many amphibian species.  
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Dormice 

4.19 Considering the suboptimal condition of the onsite woodland, poor connectivity to 

optimal offsite habitat within the wider landscape, and lack of records or EPS licences for 

the species within 2km of the site, the presence of dormice on site is deemed highly 

unlikely, as such no further work is recommended. Ecological supervision has been 

recommended for the small-scale targeted tree removal and pruning works, and in the 

unlikely case that dormice are detected, works should cease until a suitable mitigation 

strategy can be established.  

 

Nesting Birds 

4.20 The trees, shrubbery, and pond edge vegetation offer suitable nesting opportunities for a 

variety of birds. Any vegetation removal required as part of the proposed restoration 

works, should ideally be undertaken outside of nesting bird season (March to September 

inclusive). Should this not be possible, then all vegetation removal must be undertaken 

immediately following a check by a suitably qualified ecologist. Should any nests be 

identified, then suitable exclusion zones should be erected around each nest, until such 

time as they can be confirmed inactive by an ecologist. 

 
Other species 

4.21 The site has potential to support commuting / foraging hedgehogs; whilst receiving no 

specific legal protection, they are protected from certain forms of harm under the wild 

mammals (Protection) Act 1996. As such, it is recommended that if any areas of dense 

vegetation are to be cleared, this is carried out in two stages, as per the reptile 

recommendations. If any are found, they will be safely move to a suitable refugia or habitat 

patch outside the clearance area.  

 

4.22 Due to lack of suitable habitat and connectivity, the site was not considered to have 

potential for additional protected species such as otters, and water voles.  

Ecological Enhancements 
 
4.23 The project aims to restore the pond, with the following objectives being targeted: 

• Removing the build-up of silt; 
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• Restoring existing pond edges; 

• Improving the efficiency of water inlets; 

• Introducing an ecologically sustainable water filtration system, such as 

reedbeds; 

• Enhancing pond vegetation to benefit wildlife; 

• Reducing the tree canopy. 

 
4.24 In line with these targets, a series of ecological enhancements have been made within this 

report, aimed at increasing the ecological value of the pond and surrounding habitat. 

 
4.25 If possible, removal of silt should be targeted to specific areas, where deeper water and 

better water retention are desired. Areas of marginal habitat where no dredging is 

required should be retained.  

 
4.26 The site visit indicated that the southern end of the pond was most suitable for 

encouraging the growth of marginal vegetation, having a shallow slope and depth, and 

some isolated examples of marginal growth already (water mint).  

 
4.27 In order to establish marginal habitats around the pond, the following steps could be 

undertaken: 

• The southern end is relatively heavily shaded, particularly towards the western 

edge. Removal of dense growths of woody vegetation (goat willow, bramble etc) 

from within 1m of the bank edges and coppicing or pollarding of more major trees 

would increase the light exposure of the marginal pond area. 

• Impacts of waterfowl and fish should be significantly reduced as far as possible. 

Exclusion of birds from the pond is not possible or desirable, although the impacts 

of foraging should be targeted. It is considered likely that the pond is occasionally 

stocked with fish by members of the public who are rehoming pond / aquarium 

fish. It is not feasible to stop this without excluding the public from using the 

pond, which again is not desirable. As such, if a fish removal can be undertaken, 

and repeated over years to come, this will aid the health of the pond by preventing 

dense populations of fish from developing. Bottom dwelling fish species and 

waterfowl impact the pond by bringing increased nutrients, stirring up sediment 
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increasing turbidity, uprooting vegetation and predating other wildlife using the 

pond, therefore reducing the overall diversity of the pond. Although exclusion of 

these groups is not feasible it is instead recommended that large fish and birds are 

excluded from marginal areas with enclosures or some form of protection around 

new/establishing planting to ensure successful development.  

 

4.28 To diversify pond flora, naturally colonising plant species could be supplemented by 

planting of a suitable mix of native aquatic plants. These should match species 

assemblages from the local landscape, per those identified in local records, or be ones 

which provide significant ecological value. Examples of suitable species include, but are 

not limited to: 

o Floating sweet-grass (Glyceria 

fluitans) 

o Jointed rush (Juncus 

articulatus) 

o Soft rush (Juncus effusus) 

o Water mint (Mentha aquatica) 

o Water forget-me-not 

(Myosotis scorpioides) 

o Greater yellowcress (Rorippa 

amphibia) 

o Brooklime (Veronica 

beccabunga) 

o Yellow (flag) iris (Iris 

pseudacorus) 

o Watercress (Nasturtium 

officinale) 

o Water starwort (Callitriche 

spp.) 

o Water crow-foot (Ranunculus 

aquatilis) 

 
4.29 The pond banks already show examples of suitable vegetation, although this is limited, 

and, in some areas, (northern and eastern sides especially), the bank tops are sparsely 

vegetated. Suitable pond edge planting could be incorporated into the restoration scheme. 

Pre-existing seed mixes do exist (for example Emorsgate Seeds EP1 Mix), alternatively a 

bespoke mix could be used. Potential suitable species include, but are not limited to: 

o Hemp agrimony 

(Eupatorium canabinum) 

o Meadowsweet 

(Filipendula ulmaria) 

o Gypsywort (Lycopus 

europaeus) 

o Corky-fruited water-

dropwort (Oenanthes 

pimpinelloides) 
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o Yellow (flag) iris 

o Water avens (Geum rivale) 

o Rosebay willowherb 

(Chamerion angustifolium) 

o Great willowherb 

(Epilobium hirsutum) 

o Pendulous sedge (Carex 

pendula) 

 
4.30 A large stand of cherry laurel, towards the southern end of site should be removed, due 

to its invasive nature. This can be incorporated into the vegetation removal to allow more 

sunlight to reach the marginal zones of the pond and would stop the spread of a highly 

invasive species throughout surrounding woodland and marginal habitats. 

 

4.31 To enhance the local bat population and provide roosting opportunities within the site, 

bat boxes can be hung on some of the existing retained mature trees on site. Woodcrete 

boxes are recommended as they are breathable and long-lasting. These can include 

Schwegler boxes, such as the 2F, 2FN and 1FD models, as well as suitable alternatives such 

as the CJ Wildlife Multi Chamber and the Vivaro Pro Low Profile Woodstone Bat Box 

range (Figure 6). 

 
Figure 6: CJ Wildlife Multi Chamber left, Vivara Pro Low Profile right. 

 
4.32 Nest boxes can be installed in order to provide new nesting opportunities for birds. These 

can be hung on surrounding mature trees. Bird boxes made from Woodcrete or similar are 

recommended due their longevity and examples of recommended boxes include the 

Vivara Pro Seville 28mm/32mm WoodStone Nest Box and the 1B Schwegler Nest Box. 

 
4.33 Log piles can be created for use as refugia by amphibians as well as reptiles, small 

mammals and invertebrates (Figure 7). These can be located in a variety of locations, such 
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as damp places with some situated in sunnier locations. They can be placed beneath trees 

and on the margins of the garden. These should be stacked and perhaps some leaf litter 

added. Planting around log piles with species such as honeysuckle or clematis can also 

add value. If concerned that these maybe taken or disturbed by members of the public, 

they can be secured with a wire mesh. 

 

Figure 7: Examples of log piles that can be made on site 
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5.0 Ecological Impact Assessment 
 
5.1 This section of the report forms an EcIA (Ecological Impact Assessment) and is designed 

to quantify and evaluate the potential impacts of the development on habitats and species 

present on site, or within the local area. 

 
Methodology 

 
5.2 The approach to this assessment accords with guidance presented within the CIEEM 

Guidelines for Ecological Impact Assessment in the UK and Ireland (CIEEM 2018). In 

essence, an EcIA assesses the activities associated with a proposed scheme that are likely 

to generate changes within identified zone of influence, on identified ecological features 

and receptors. The proposals are subsequently reviewed, and mitigation and 

compensation measures are outlined which help to reduce negative impacts. 

 
Impact Assessment and Mitigation 

 
5.3 Table 4 summarises the impacts and required mitigation for each receptor as previously 

detailed in the discussion.  

 
Table 4: Assessment of effects from the proposal after mitigation and compensation 

Feature Scale of 
Importance 

Mitigation/Compensation Required Residual Effect 

Castle Hill (SAC) 

and Lewes Downs 

(SAC) 

 

International No direct impacts anticipated. Owing to the 
nature and extent of the proposals and 
proximity of the site, any indirect effects are 
considered not likely to be significant. 

Not significant 

Onsite habitats Local Enhancements targeting pond and bank top 
vegetation resulting in increased ecological 
value. 

Minor to major 
positive 

Roosting bats Local 
 
 
 

No specific suitable features identified. 
Ecological GLTA of any trees removed during 
works. Soft felling of those with PRF-I only, 
PRF-M trees retained until surveys conducted. 
Ecological supervision of tree removal 
recommended. 
Installation of bat boxes on retained mature 
trees. 

Not significant / 
minor positive 
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6.0 Conclusions 

 
6.1 There are two internationally designated sites located within 10km of the site, with four 

national statutory designated sites and three non-statutory designated sites, within 2km 

of the site. The site is separated from these areas by a combination of distance, major roads, 

and habitats of poor ecological quality. In addition to this, no habitats are being lost and 

ultimately the ecological value of the site should be uplifted by works. As such, it is not 

considered likely that proposed works will result in a tangible adverse impact on these 

designated protected sites. 

 

6.2 The site comprised a large village pond, set within an area of modified grassland, and 

bordered on one side by some plantation woodland. This was ringed by a small road and 

adjacent to traditional rural housing and a church. These onsite habitats are considered to 

be common and widespread throughout the UK. Ultimately, these habitats will be uplifted 

by works and their ecological value will increase. It is understood that no habitat removal 

will take place that will not be replaced within two years of this removal. As such, with 

Commuting and 
foraging bats 

Local Enhancement of pond and bank top 
vegetation, providing additional foraging 
opportunities 

Minor positive 

Badgers Local Precautionary method of works during 
construction to ensure that badgers are 
protected. 

Not significant  

Reptiles Local Enhancement of pond and bank top 
vegetation, providing additional foraging 
opportunities. 

Minor positive 

GCN Local Considered highly unlikely to be on site owing 
to the lack of suitable habitat. The waterbody 
was heavily influenced by fish and fowl.  
Further eDNA survey pending. 
Timing of works to avoid minimal potential of 
risk. 

Undetermined/ 
Unlikely to be 
significant 

Nesting Birds Local Timing of works to avoid disturbance or pre-
works checks by an ecologist.  

Not Significant 

Hedgehogs Local  Precautionary method of works during 
construction to ensure that commuting and 
foraging hedgehogs are protected. 

Not Significant 
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the project involving a specific enhancement and restoration project, no biodiversity net 

gain assessment is deemed to be necessary.  

 

6.3 There were no clear PRFs identified on any trees and no buildings present on site, however 

some trees were obscured due to their angle and adjacent vegetation. It is recommended 

that any and all tree removal is supervised by an ecologist who can conduct a specific 

Ground Level Tree Assessment (GLTA) on each tree. Trees with no PRFs can be felled as 

planned. If a tree has a PRF-I (feature suitable for individual bats) identified within its 

structure, this can be soft felled in line with the updated industry guidance. If a feature is 

suspected of being a PRF-M (capable of supporting multiple bats and a potential maternity 

roost), the tree must not be felled, until suitable survey work and any required licensing 

can be undertaken if a roost is found to be present. For this project it is recommended that 

any tree with value to bats is retained where possible.  

 
6.4 The pond is likely to undergo some temporary disturbance as part of the dredging process. 

This impact on bat foraging habitat is not considered to be significant, considering that the 

pond is to be restored and the ecological enhancement should increase its value as a 

foraging resource. 

 

6.5 There were a series of mammal holes towards the southern end of site, which have the 

potential to be a badger sett. It is recommended that no ground is broken within 20m of 

these holes. Any vegetation management (pollarding, coppicing etc) work done within 

20m should involve hand tools only, with no plant or machinery tracked within this area, 

unless over the adjacent road network. If this advice cannot be followed then further 

survey work maybe required to establish usage of the holes and whether a Natural 

England licence would be required.  

 
6.6 It is recommended that during the construction phase, any deep excavations and trenches 

are covered at night to prevent foraging badgers and other wildlife from accidentally 

falling into areas of digging. Disturbances, such as loud noises, vibrations and flood 

lighting in association with night working should be minimised.  
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6.7 The site offered limited suitable GCN habitat, and their presence on site is deemed 

unlikely given the lack of a local pond network or records for this species. However their 

presence cannot be entirely ruled out. Dredging of the pond could result in possible 

disturbance, injury, or death to any individuals which may be within. As such, it is 

recommended that an eDNA survey is undertaken to establish presence / likely absence 

of the species within the onsite pond. If present, an appropriate mitigation strategy should 

be drawn up which may include Natural England licencing if required. It is recommended 

that dredging work us undertaken between late summer – end of autumn to minimise 

potential impacts on any amphibians potentially present within the pond.  

 

6.8 It is considered unlikely that reptiles are present on site. In addition to this, the works are 

small-scale and relatively unintrusive. It is considered therefore, that the risk of death or 

injury to any individuals is negligible. As such, no further survey work is deemed 

necessary in relation to reptiles. However, some precautionary measures have been 

recommended within this report.  

 

6.9 It is considered unlikely that dormice are present on site. However, should the 

recommended ecologist-supervised tree removal works detect dormouse presence, works 

should cease until an appropriate mitigation strategy has been established.  

 

6.10 The trees, shrubbery, and pond edge vegetation offer suitable nesting opportunities for a 

variety of birds. Any required vegetation removal as part of the proposed restoration 

works should be undertaken outside of nesting bird season (March to September, 

inclusive) or immediately following a nesting bird check by a suitably qualified ecologist. 

Should any nests be identified, then suitable exclusion zones should be erected around 

each nest, until such time as they can be confirmed inactive by an ecologist. 

 

6.11 In order to protect small mammals, it is recommended that if any areas of dense vegetation 

are to be cleared, this is carried out in two stages, as per recommendations for reptiles. If 

any are found, they will be carefully moved to a suitable refuge or habitat area outside the 

clearance area. 
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6.12 The project aims to deliver a significant improvement in the ecological value of the site. 

Recommendations for enhancements have been made within this report, aimed at 

improving the ecological value of the site and providing a net gain in biodiversity post-

development. 
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Appendix 1: Species List 

 
Common name Latin name DAFOR score 

Modified grassland (g4) 

Perennial ryegrass Lolium perenne A 

Cocksfoot Dactylis glomerata A 

Great willowherb Epilobium hirsutum LA 

Daisy Bellis perennis F 

Daffodil Narcissus sp. F 

Ribwort plantain Plantago lanceolata OLF 

Greater plantain Plantago major O 

Bramble Rubus fruticosus R 

Other broadleaved woodland (w1f) 

Canopy 

Alder Alnus glutinosa F 

Sycamore Acer pseudoplantus F 

Ash Fraxinus excelsior F 

Lime Tilia sp. O 

Turkey oak Quercus cerris O 

Horse chestnut Aesculus hippocastanum R 

Field maple Acer campestre R 

Shrub layer 

English elm Ulmus procera LF 

Goat willow Salix caprea LF 

Elder Sambucus nigra O 
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Spindle  Eunonymus europaeus O 

Ground layer 

Cocksfoot Dactylis glomerata A 

Perennial rye grass Lolium perenne A 

Common nettle Urtica dioica LA 

Lesser celandine Ficaria verna F 

Wood dock Rumex snaguineus LF 

Daffodils Narcissus sp. LF 

Spanish bluebell Hyacinthoides hispanica O 

Daisy Bellis perennis O 

Herb Robert Geranim robertanium O 

Lords and ladies Arum maculatum O 

Ground ivy  Glechoma hederacea LO 

White dead nettle Lamium album R 

Grape hyacinth Muscari sp. R 

Other standing water (r1g) - 42  

Water mint Mentha aquatica R 

Greater plantain  Plantago major R 

Creeping buttercup Ranunculus repens R 
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Appendix 2: Habitat Map 
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Appendix 3: Site Photographs 
 

Photograph 1: Pond, with adjacent 
grassland strip. As viewed from the south-
western corner. 

 
Photograph 2: Wider shot from the south-
eastern pond corner, with heavy presence 
of waterfowl. 
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Photograph 3: View of the pond from the 
southern end, though the woodland edge. 

 
Photograph 4: Northern end of the pond, 
with adjacent modified grassland. 
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Photograph 5: The western woodland. 
Grown up from isolated tree planting, with 
grass-dominated ground flora visible. 

 
Photograph 6: The western woodland. 
Grown up from isolated tree planting, with 
grass-dominated ground flora visible 
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Photograph 7: View of the western 
woodland edge, across the pond. 

 
Photograph 8: View towards the pond, 
through the woodland. 
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Photograph 9: Wildlife signage within the 
modified grassland area. 

 
Photograph 10: Cherry laurel adjacent to 
the pond, that is recommended to be 
removed. 
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Appendix 4: Biological Records Confirmation 
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